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The 2007 — 2008 school year is now behind us, Bhds been an active and fruitful year for GCA.isTyear, our goal as a
school was ten-fold:
1. To focus our vision, values, and operations ons)€xuist;
2. Toincrease dramatically the involvement of oudstuts and their families in our school;
3. To reach out to the community using programs aeddiure;
4. Torecognize and reward students and employeeshéoacter, service, and achievement;
5. Toincrease student participation in interschotaatitivities, becoming competitive in both the amait and athletic
arenas;
To discover resources and opportunities to aithéngrowth and expansion of our physical plant;
To implement an attractive compensation packagergsloyees, permitting us to hire qualified, credded, and
experienced Christians who are of like heart anadmi
8. To begin the accreditation process through a stategnized accrediting agency, focusing our atantin the
completion of a comprehensive curriculum guidedor instructional program;
9. To implement a school-wide Scripture memory program
10. To abandon the traditional approach to fundraisiaglizing the need to provide opportunities faniiges to spend
more quality time together.

No

The Lord has blessed GCA this year and has provigedneans and talent to bring about the fulfilloefrour goal; therefore,
we give all the honor and glory to Jesus Christvibat He has permitted us to accomplish this yehr the following report,
you will find a brief synopsis of what has takeag# in various areas of the school.

(! )#1

For a school to grow and become an effective unt#ih in the community, it must continually strite develop itself as a
whole together with each of its integral parts. A3tas worked hard this year in establishing itsspand God has blessed the
efforts of each area of the school to provide qu@iiograms of instruction and activity.

& *+
Staff Retreat
The faculty and staff of GCA began the school yeith a spiritual retreat on August 6, 2007. Megtin a
log cabin in rural Jackson County, they sought Gadadership on how to effectively minister to the
students in their charge. They were led in studiebow to integrate biblical principles into evexgpect of
the school’s curriculum. Time was also spent legyiow to discern the spiritual position of eatldgnt in
the classroom.

Chapel
Chapel services were realigned to better ministehé different age groups in the school. Eachggap

met once per week to worship and be taught fromBibé. Students were provided with opportunities
serve the Lord through the use of their talents alpitities. Upper school students formed an ensemb
Starlight to minister in song at chapel services and atrecanity events.

Lower school students were given more responsdslihis year in the chapel. Student leaders legraties
in the pledges to the American Flag, Christian Féagl the Bible. Students were also given the dppity
to recite the weekly verse and were called updedd in prayer.

Student Retreats

On October 23, 2007, and April 23, 2008, upper stistudents attended one-day spiritual emphasis and
prayer retreats near Jefferson, GA. The studeats able to get away from the grind of school foe day

to focus on what it means to bring glory to Godud&nts sang, played games, ate, but most imphbstant
spent time individually and in groups learning timportance of recognizing God for who He is.
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Scripture Memory

This year, we began a Scripture memory progranaliostudents. Key verses from the Bible were gelic
and taught each week in the classroom. Students gi@en opportunities both in chapel and in the
classroom to recite their memory verses. Durirgwinter and spring terms, verses were selectéelatth
the core values of GCA. These values are: gosine@isdom, integrity, respect, obedience, selfigime,
accountability, loyalty, gratitude, and service.

National Day of Prayer

GCA observed the National Day of Prayer on May Q0& Students, faculty, parents, and friends all
gathered around the American flag in front of thba®l to pray for our nation, our political leadeasd for
our school. More than 140 were in attendanceisietvent.

Using the guidelines established by the AssociatbrChristian Schools International (ACSI), GCA bheagthe
accreditation process on August 1, 2007. Havingliged an instructional scope and sequence in 2697, 668
pages of the comprehensive curriculum guide forinstructional program have been completed. Tha o next
year is to complete the curriculum guide and tamegrk on the accreditation self-study documenie final step of
the accreditation process is scheduled to takeepla©ctober of 2010. This on-site visitation fréx@SI will take
place over a three-day period with the interviewofgstaff, Board, students, and parent leadersthegewith the
visual confirmation that GCA is meeting all acctation standards. Notice of the granting of acita¢idn should
arrive in the spring of 2011 prior to the graduatad GCA's first class of seniors.

, +

2007—2008 began with the addition of two new memlerthe GCA Board. The Board is composed of seating
members and one ex-officio member. This year'somagcomplishments included the developing of &-frear
strategic plan, securing a new home for the 2008892€chool year, and improving the lines of commaitidn
between parents, staff, and the Board. The Boazt regularly on the second Tuesday of each month am
occasional special meeting to deal with criticaliss. The typical Board meeting would open withmee of prayer
followed by the reading of the minutes, financitdtesments, and reports on old business. The mgajofieach
meeting would center on the discussion of new lassinand matters of policy. All policies relatedGainnett
Christian Academy emanates from the GCA Board. Sdtmol administration is charged with the intetgtien and
implementation of such policies.

I -
In an effort to reach out to the community, we jggpated in three events this year by setting tppath, distributing
printed materials to passers-by, and talking teradted individuals about our school. Many paretgachers,
administrators, and board members helped to ma@@w booth and to talk to people of the communifys a result
of this effort, we received numerous telephonescafid several visits to the Westside campus imguitirther about
our school.

Loganville Parade (July 4, 2007)
Grayson Days (April 26, 2008)
Snellville Days (May 3-4, 2008)

& ++
Guardian Angel Program
The Guardian Angel Program was started this yeax ssurce of ministry and encouragement to teachers
Teachers each drew names at the beginning of teayel then received a sheet of information abiwait t
person’s hobbies, interests, and tastes. For d@hminder of the year, weekly notes of encouragement
prayers, and little treats were given secretlyth&tend of the year, the Guardian Angels revedlethselves
to each other. Gifts of thanks were exchanged.

Teacher of the Month Program

Also known as TOM, this new program was designedptomote punctuality, professionalism, and
servanthood in the workplace. Teachers receivattptor being punctual and for being faithful iteanding
school functions and activities. They also recgiymints for acts of servanthood. The teacher who
accumulated the greatest number of points in a Imevass recognized as TOM during a school assemély.
TOY (Teacher of the Year) award was presentedattademic Awards Banquet on May 6, 2008, to the
teacher with the greatest number of points duttiegyear.
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GCARE was an exciting addition to our school! Taier-school program was designed for parentswdr@ unable
to pickup their child(ren) during normal carpoahéis. On a typical day, students would enter th&RE room and
begin a homework/silent reading time. At 3:45 tisyuld clean up and get ready for a snack. A studentd lead in
prayer, and everyone would enjoy a healthy snackdiscuss the day’s activities at school. Nexayttwvould clean
up, have a bathroom break and play a board ganethexg After that, they would either play in the Iltipurpose
room or play outside, depending on the weather.Wthey would return to the classroom, they wouldigipate in a
quiet activity such as working with play dough, pies etc. By then, parents would arrive to pickthir child.
GCARE was open from 3:20 to 5:30 PM., and was afsen on a limited basis in the mornings from 6:8@110
AM.

) )

Because of the need for additional space, the G@ArdB approved an extensive search for a new homeuio
school. During the ®1 semester of this school year, members of the Beadl administration together with
representatives from the faculty and parent bodited several sites of interest for new space. yMaznthe early
visits showed great promise, but we were unablgato the approval of the Snellville City Planningr@mission for
zoning.

During the Christmas break, an invitation from Beth Baptist Church was received to consider theaisheir
classroom facilities for our school. Following eriss of Board inquiries to the county fire depammand county
zoning commission, a delegation of the Board méh Bethany leaders and negotiated a lease agreement

In April, we began the long process of packing amaving the school to Bethany campus. The Boareldhér general
contractor to make the necessary upgrades to tmesrodom building in order to meet county fire ardety
regulations. This work was completed in June,sttaems were furnished and setup, and two Open Housee held
for the general public.

12

The Chalkboard

This Student/Parent newsletter was published oeekly basis each Fridaylhe Chalkboardvas designed

to keep parents and students informed about upgpnewents, to recognize student awards and
accomplishments, and to alert families about apyriog deadlines. The newsletter also reinforced an
reiterated current and changing policies and praeed The Chalkboardwas distributed on paper each

week, and an electronic copy was also posted osdheol website in the Parent’'s Page.

The Intercom

This Faculty/Staff newsletter was published to kgzhers and staff informed about upcoming evands
deadlines pertaining to them. It highlighted therent week’'s events and activities, upcoming dated

deadlines, and information about day-to-day hapmgnand procedures. In addition, it kept the fycaihd

staff informed about upcoming field trips and preogs. There were also sections that provided agefaue
faculty and staff members to post “want ads,” offeggestions to one another, pass along “gooddavk

information, and post general information for thaatleagues.

GCA Website

www.gwinnettchristianacademy.orgs hosted by DoubleDome Technology and maintaiiredhouse.
Updates are posted weekly, with daily updates aslew, to ensure the accuracy of the informatiohis T
tool provides an avenue for prospective parentteaon more about the school, current tuition, ame t
enrollment process. For current families, it pd®s a mechanism to stay connected and informedghro
our “Student’s Corner,” “Parent’s Corner,” and “Eatflar Page.” The “Student’s Page” highlights sttide
achievements, upcoming activities pertinent to etis, and the current memory verse. It also s lio
current student supply lists and “Class News” arbrfiework” pages. Available for download are the
Parent / Student Handbop&pirit Wear order forms (as well as other ordents), and current lunch forms.
The “Parent’s Corner” provides access to currentstetters, information about the PTA, and numerous
ways in which parents can support the school.

"1$& $ U H)#!3)

The Christian school needs information about thelestts, their parents, and their churches in otdeerve the students
effectively through a better understanding of thefihe school works with the home and with the Bitddieving Church in
educating students in the nurture and admonitioth@fLord. The school must be aware of two comtiesiwhich it serves:
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the neighborhood in which it is located and thgdéarcommunity from which it draws its students. Akas diligently sought
to learn of the needs of our community and corestity. Through a variety of programs and produstiome have
successfully reached out to minister and to serve.

() 4 #
The lower and upper school divisions of GCA heldepa meetings on the evening of the end of ea@rimtgrading
period. These meetings were well attended, giyiagents the opportunity to ask questions duringpen forum
followed by time to meet with teachers in the dlaes.

L, &
At the suggestion of several parents, the GCA Bbasted several social events to provide opporamfor parents
to interact with Board members. Two such eventeweld in the morning and two were held in thengvg.
Morning coffees on October 15, 2007 and March D082
Evening dessert socials on December 18, 2007 arydl&la2008

4 5

The Headmaster hosted morning “meet & greet” sassam the first Friday of each month during theosttyear.
Over coffee and refreshments, parents were giveortynities to hear the latest “news” about theostland to ask
guestions or give opinions regarding the operadiathe school.

6 "
Beginning on February 7, 2008, GCA held open hofmethe general public each Thursday through titea May.
Following the move to Bethany campus, two Saturdagn houses were held during July. Many individahd
families attended and were given individual toufghe facility together with a packet of informatio 60% of the
new students enrolling for next school year visiB&A during one of the open houses.

)

One parent representative from each homeroom waseohto serve on the Parent Council during the dcyear.

Meetings were held each quarter to discuss andves to be of assistance to teachers and to peothetspirit of
volunteerism among school parents. Much of theudision this year centered on the need for theod¢baelocate
to accommodate the growth in enrollment. Membéss disited two potential sites and gave their inpoi the pros
and cons of each location. This information wasntlsubmitted to the GCA Board for considerationiti

deliberations and decisions. As interest begdndos on the facilities of Bethany Baptist Churttte Parent Council
gave its support and recommendation to the GCAdoar

7

PTA is designed to provide the school and teacheétts parental support, be it time, resource malkgrienoral

support, or prayer. This year, we were respondibtethe social aspects of school, such as family fights,

celebrations, and special events. Our primary g@al to create an atmosphere of community amondpamities and

teachers while having a lot of fun and bringingrglto God’s name. We want our school to be a ptEdearning,

family, friends, and fun. God has great thingstore for us here at GCA, and we would like evegytinbe a part of
the camaraderie. Our goal is to have 100% padiitip in the PTA, events, and fundraisers.

&+ )
Twelve students from grades 5—9 participated in@®@A Safety Patrol program. The mission of theréas to
promote an atmosphere of safety around the sclamabas. Patrol duties included:
- Directing the smooth flow of foot traffic in the lhaays;

Greeting and escorting students during morningarrp

Putting up and taking down the traffic cones forning and afternoon carpool;

Raising and lowering of the American flag;

Setting up and removal of signs and special remfie carpool parents;

Supervising areas that were “off-limits” to student

Supervising safe and expedient arrival and disrhseedures.
Safety patrols were ranked this year including aagbaaptain, lieutenant, and two sergeants. Tieye rewarded
from time to time through meals together off-campnd the end-of-the-year trip to Six Flags over I@i=o

8 I

Composed of GCA Board members, school personndlparents, the Vision Committee met in numeroustimge
during June through November of 2007. The purpafsthis group was to define the foundational piihes of
Gwinnett Christian Academy and to develop a fivarystrategic plan for the future of the school.isTiask was
accomplished and adopted by the Board on Decenthe?07. This strategic plan was printed and ithisted to
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those in attendance at the Annual Business Me@imgebruary 21, 2008. The plan has also been ¢pastethe
school’s website for the general public.

) & 6 0# 9% 1

We began the school year with an orientation askefobstudents and parents. Following the intrctéhn of faculty
and staff members, handbook changes and new pregrane discussed, and parents were given an opigrta
ask questions. Students were then dismissed$e,@ad parents attended a reception hosted I®Tthe

#)# 106 2 <4 1
Lower school students participated in the Pizza Bk It Reading Program during the winter months. Reading
goals were set for each class, and students repthose goals each month were rewarded with aestiok a
classroom progress chart, a free personal pan,m@nzba prize from Pizza Hut. Participants who pleted the entire
program were rewarded with recognition, a certticand a candy bar in Chapel.

& 7 N = 4 106 2 99% 1

All students from grades 3—9 visited “The CradleGifristianity” exhibit and enjoyed listening to aofessional
storyteller about the birth of Christianity througfe eyes of archaeology. Many students saw, Herfitst time,
physical evidence related to events and people tiet have studied at school during chapel andeBidass.
Following their visit to the museum, students wieeated to lunch at Atlanta’s Varsity restaurant.

7 0(12 $ 1
101 students participated in a Run-a-Thon on Nowwer8b Sponsors and donations were received dtin@dour-
week fundraising period. Daily prizes were givenstudents who enlisted new sponsors. Prizes wereided
through donations for top producing students. &hent created a great deal of excitement througti@uschool.
The Run-a-Thon raised more than $13,000.00 fostheol.

14 Y#10 12 ><?% 1
The 2007 Upper School Christmas Musical was heldebwer & at Bethany Baptist Church. All students in chorus
participated with most singing and some operathg gound and lighting systems. There was a largeut of
parents, relatives, friends, and church memberfie PTA sponsored a reception following the musioathe
fellowship hall.

The Lower School Christmas Program this year indlthe K4-5th grades. There were many group SGwSs,
duets, trios, and verses read by the students. Nenjiliar Christmas songs were sung as well as oees that the
students learned. After the program, there wasamiception for students and parents in the nurfbipse room.

, 52 ;. 0 12 <92¢ 1

The December Book Fair was held at Barnes & NoldekBellers in The Avenue at Webb Gin. There whree

occasions for students to participate, including Week nights and one Saturday. School SafetypBaissisted with
parking lot and safety directions. The middle sdhahoir presented a selection of seasonal songwistaging area
while volunteers filled balloons with helium andveahem to children in the store.

& 7 0@ ?% 1

Hosted by friends and members of Westside Baptistr€h, this event was held to help raise fund<S6®A. Thirty-
six students, parents, and teachers participateshaoting basketballs from five marked distancd¥izes were
awarded in each school division for making the npmsiits and for raising the most money. The Skwedhon raised
over $2,500.00 for the school.

4 #0.2 9% 1

The GCA Board held its annual meeting in the saargtwf Westside Baptist Church. Following a mufidia
presentation recapping the events and activiti€d0¥, the Board Chairman shared that GCA had eshchpacity at
Westside. He noted that when the school moved BCVibur years ago, the Board felt that it had cautightning
in a jar" regarding the warm reception and supplmat Westside Baptist Church gave our school. lrbgesl that it
was the Board’s conviction that God has once agaian the school “lightning in a jar” with the ination from
Bethany Baptist Church for GCA to move there. BR@raevere given an opportunity to ask questionsrdigg the
move and other issues of interest. An appeal wadenfior help in raising $150,000 toward construcand moving
costs associated with the relocation to Bethany.

= & 7 A 12#04 % 1
Upper school students, faculty, and parents tookdarcational trip to Colonial Williamsburg in Virga. This trip
included a visit to Jamestown, site of the firstrpgnent English settlement in America; Monticelioe home of
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Thomas Jefferson, a founding father of our couatng designer of this unique home; and Colonial idfikburg,

historic city of the Colonial Era. In addition touring these historic sites, the students paadieig in a colonial
militia drill, and were treated to dinner one nigtttthe prestigious Shield’s Tavern in Williamshur§tudents were
able to interact with period actors, shop and ieplegs, and the local constabulary all of whom viereharacter and
in period. Many of our students and adults wemprised to learn that the beverage of choice is tigtoric area is
root beer.

& 0 9% 1

Our Annual Silent Auction was held on Friday, ApfiB", with the theme of “Lights! Camera! Auction!”
Preparations began well in advance and picked apdsps the event approached. Local and out-of-tmygimesses
and organizations were solicited for donations ¢oalictioned off at the event. The auction helgethtse capital
campaign funds to be used for the future growtthefschool. It was a fun, engaging event for Ke8@A families
and participating guests. It also provided an aeesf exposure for the school in the communityreRe participated
in both the solicitation process and the evente Stent Auction succeeded in raising $9,794.90.

787 ++A ;0 $ 1

Lower school students and their families signedamd pledged not to turn on their TV for one weekode
completing four days without television were rewsddn Chapel with a Bronze Medal. Participants cletig five
days were given a Silver Medal, and those comgaiihseven days were awarded a Gold Medal andtidicse of
completion.

! ,B 04?8 1

As part of this year's focus on recognition and aedvfor outstanding achievement, we held an evedinger

banquet and awards ceremony for our students aaBgtBaptist Church. Students received awardadbrevement
in the classroom, achievement in academic compesitivith neighboring schools, perfect attendanerjasmithood,
and faithfulness in their studies. Special awdrdm the President of the United States were ptedeto students
who excelled in both physical education and inrtheademic studies. Three students received thé (Student of
the Year) award for earning the highest cumulatdtals in the Student of the Month program. Thghbst awards
were presented to those who were nominated by teaghers and the Headmaster for showing excellenteeir

studies and for demonstrating leadership and st#tead. A Fruit of the Spirit award was presentedhe student
who exemplified the Christian walk in actions andrds; an obvious Christian commitment and matusiyg the
application of Galatians 5:22-23 - “the fruits dfet Spirit” to his/her daily walk with Christ. Therwere

approximately 368 in attendance.

& # 04 9>% 1

Under the direction of our music teacher, lowerogdistudents gave an evening concert for parertsgaests in the
Worship Center of Westside Baptist Church. Theioaliselections centered on the theme, “God in Nfg.L In
addition to choral presentations, the audience tnemed to an instrumental recital, vocal solog] drama skits.
Following the concert, guests and participants wewied to attend a reception hosted by the PTPhere were
approximately 220 in attendance.

& # ) # !

One of the keys to the success of any academicgroig the recognition of outstanding student agmneent. This year many
new initiatives were implemented in an effort tetir a desire for learning and achievement. Thewing is a list of awards
and programs for the 2007-2008 school year.

N
A male and female student from each grade wereechlog their teachers for their positive contribngido the school
program.

! (!
This award was given to the highest achievers theagade. Grade averages were calculated with sapgects.
Criteria for this award were strictly academic.

6+7 & 0 :c1
This award was given to the student who exempliffead Christian walk in actions and words; an obsi@hristian
commitment and maturity; and the application ofdiahs 5:22-23 - “the fruits of the Spirit” to hdsily walk with
Christ. Students in each grade gave their input,then teachers voted for their final choice.
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This award was given to the “best” all-around loveehool student and upper school student who demnades
spiritual, academic and social skills (strong pesationships); leadership abilities; involvementextracurricular
activities; and maturity level. These studentsens®lected by the Headmaster from a teachergflisbminees.

"o *

Students who received a 95% average in all subjectheir quarterly report card were placed onHleadmaster’'s
List and treated to a luncheon for their outstaggiarsuit of academic excellence.

g
Students who received a 95% average in all subjectthe year were recognized with a certificat@uarter high-
honor recipients were recognizedTlihe Chalkboard

Students who received a cumulative average of 9f¥9thk year were recognized with a certificate. a@er honor
recipients were recognized in The Chalkboard.

* 4 0= & 1
This student was a friend to many; placing the sesfdothers ahead of his/her own; encourager; exdifi peers;
selfless and mature. Students nominated seveandldztes and then voted again for their final cloic

) /
President’'s Award for Educational Excellence (Gedid)
The purpose of this award was to recognize acadsmicess in the classroom. To be eligible for the
President's Award for Educational Excellence, sttsleat each award level (Lower, Middle, or Upper
School) must have earned a grade average of 90%ahtlvo recommendations from GCA personnel: one
teacher, one staff member. This award consisted Bfresidential letter and a certificate signed Hoy t
President of the United States.

President’s Award for Educational Achievement (&sd-9)

The purpose of this award was to recognize studémis showed outstanding educational growth,
improvement, commitment or intellectual developmanttheir academic subjects but did not meet the
criteria for the President's Award for Educatioratcellence. These students were selected by the
Headmaster from a teachers’ list of nominees. @hiard consisted of a Presidential letter and #ficate
signed by the President of the United States.

) ) . 0= & 1

This award was given to upper school students whboesl at or above 85% on all five of the followiibgms of the
President's Challenge: sit-ups, shuttle run, orle-min, sit-and-reach and pull-ups. This awardsisiad of a
certificate signed by the President of the Unitéates.

)DDDD/D) # !

This program recognized and rewarded students éofoning Responsibly In Daily Expectations. Stotdewere
recognized for their efforts in daily conduct, ggad community service, and contributions to GCACAGteachers
and personnel recommended students, and SOM pagmnésgiven.

& 6+7 4 Y#'10/! $= & 1

In order to promote a spirit of cooperation andeward students for exceptional performance angaséinood, GCA
implemented the Student of the Month Program (SOMtudents earned points for the various catega@ras
received opportunities to redeem points duringyar. Each month, the student in each divisiom wie highest
cumulative point total, while remaining free of didinary action, was named Student of the Mon#Q Students
with the highest accumulation of points for theryeajoyed an end-of-the-year field day at Six Flagsr Georgia.

EFE #

This was our first year in “real” school! We begdwe year with a breakfast meeting with our parerfibey were
able to see our classroom and ask about any gossiioconcerns. On October™3@ur class went on a fieldtrip to
Washington Farms Pumpkin Patch in Watkinsville, @& We learned about how pumpkins are grown,tweena
hay ride, picked out our very own pumpkins, and aatcnic lunch. What a great time we had! OnrBaty 22°,

-7-



our class went on a fieldtrip to The Big Apple Ciscat Stone Mountain Park. We enjoyed watchingugglers, the

animals, and the hula hoop girll On April®™3ve had a wonderful time with our parents at Betistice cream store.
While our parents talked, we ate all our ice creaiffiroughout the year, our class worked on oureteBooks.

These books offer a creative way to help us learraiters and sounds.

E>E #

K-5 has had an exciting year. We had families fitamaica, England, Korea, and of course the UrStates. We
celebrated all of the major holidays plus Dr. Saussthday, A.A. Milne’s birthday, and the 19@ay of school. We
started our year with a parent breakfast and tad# frips throughout the year to the Pumpkin Patbh circus, the
Nutcracker Ballet, the library, and the Strawbd?atch.

9

Life in first grade was exciting this year. Weread many new concepts and ideas and enjoyed tissgnowledge
to help our parents do important things at home ianthe community. Although this was wonderful, wesally
enjoyed taking field trips to the Washington Farfmsimpkin Patch, the production of the NutcrackelieBahe Big
Apple Circus, and the production Sfeeping Beauty We were also very excited because one of ogspiates won
first place in the ACSI Spelling Bee!

Second Grade was a busy place to be! There wab wdrkload of classes and extra activities foeswone. We
started off the year with a parent breakfast! 1bI8i in addition to our regular studies, we leartte® books of the
Bible and learned to look up verses quickly. Welheeekly Sword Drills to practice this skill. Peajts were also
completed in history, science, and health. Figfistwere taken to the Pumpkin Patch, the Georgiaafigm, the Big
Apple Circus, and Zoo Atlanta. The class readethigre Ramona the Peseries of books, and we also listened to all
eight seasons of the Children’s Bible Hour radioduicast production ddown Gilead Laneluring lunch. Students
were taught academics as well as spiritual ancopatsharacter qualities this year.

In addition to the core curriculum, the third grasias very active. This year, we had representsiivéhe GCA and
District Science Fairs, the Math Olympics, the Bidrestival, the Arts Festival and the GCA SpellBge. We
became more familiar with our Bibles and were ablejuickly find the historical books, the prophetiooks, the
gospels and the epistles. We traveled to theryishmseum to view a Holy Land exhibit that focusedThe Temple.
We learned about pollination at the Pumpkin Pascil we were allowed to pet sharks and stingrayseaGeorgia
Aquarium (all fingers have been accounted for). a® enjoyed reading together all seven bookshim Chronicles
of Narniaseries.

F

This was the largest class at GCA this year. Weyed using the new ACSI Bible curriculum for ouib® studies.
Fourth graders memorized the weekly Bible verseksadso learned all 66 books of the Bible. In regdhis year we
read individual novels, which the students seemeehfoy more than reading from a reading textbolvkFebruary,
after reading Mary Norton’'The Borrowersthe students created dioramas of a room for acB@r family and
shared them with the class. When possible, afiading a novel in class, we viewed the movie bagethe same
novel and compared the book and the movie to @elifferences and likenesses. We also learnedh finam our
fieldtrips to see “The Cradle of Christianity” inc@ber, the Georgia Aquarium during February, drel Eernbank
Science Museum and Planetarium during March.

>
This was an exciting year for the fifth grade! Waeve learned so much in our regular studies in Matiyuage arts,
science, and social studies. We really enjoyednew ACSI Bible curriculum, and we learned moreuwtibe world

around us. We designed mission projects about rddfgrent countries on many different contineraiowing us to

investigate culture and missions that are alreadylace or that are in need of beginning. We Hasened to think
about how we can prepare to be a missionary. Figld were fun this year as we were able to gth&oGeorgia
Aquarium and to the “Cradle of Christianity” exHilit Emory University. We also enjoyed telling @th about GCA
at our booth at “Snellville Days.” Many peoplerfiadhe community visited our booth and receivedrimation about
our school.

= & 2

This year, we focused on an in-depth Scripturadystf the lives of Old or New Testament charactéBy. using both
positive and negative examples, students learnauh the context of the individual's life about how face the
challenges of everyday living and overwhelming emstances. Students memorized selected Bibles/éxs®m each
unit of study as well as the verses selected ®stthool Scripture memory program.
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Upper School English is a process initiating thelsht to increased writing and literature and gFssnmar as he/she
progresses through high school. Students are teghéz maintain a high standard in spelling andabodary. This
year, all upper school students kept a journal,gletad numerous minor writing assignments, and deteg several
book reports together with one major research paper

= & 4

We concentrated on the review of basic math skilish as the order of operations, math computagiod,formulas.
We also studied positive and negative numbers, maalbers, rational and irrational numbers. Stud#@med the
components of graphing, such as slope, linear emsatparabolas and circles together with formufaslving

perimeter, area, volume, speed and distance. Welued the year with studies on probability andidogord

problems. Students used the white board and grggdivard to complete problems as well as work ialsgroups
and solve word problems using the 4-step methatke @ the benefits of this year’s curriculum wasihg the ability
for students to take practice tests and quizzéa®al www.glencoe.com

= & "
We focused on the history, culture, religious ttiadis, and geography of the Eastern and Westernidiigres as
well as the unique history and geography of owestaeorgia, and its relation to the history of thated States. We
studied, in detail, the customs, unique historéeg] traditions of the United States and CanadaAthericas and
island countries, Europe, Russia, Southern Asid,Eastern Asia. Classroom instruction was suppheadewith real
stories and writings from peoples of the world,edd, maps and manipulatives, the internet, workshaad textbook
pictures and questions for discussion in learniSgudents in 9 grade civics studied current events and newseasts
well as contacting their elected representativd& took a field trip to the “Cradle of Christiaritgxhibit at Emory
University in October and visited Jamestown, Magita, and Williamsburg, Virginia in late March.

= & &

Studies in science included lessons on invertebratant life, earth science, space, basic cheynistalth and safety,
life science, anatomy, physical science, atmosphereather, classification system, cell structuregdtion,

constellations, stars, planets, astronomy, spapéomtion, solid matter in motion, fluids in motiomolecules in
motion, birds, magnets, magnetism, electrons, decireity. Students also learned about social enahtal health,
personal appearance, several body systems, antligipfitness. Activities, demonstrations, expegins, projects,
and reports were included to reinforce the learmfhgach level of science and to develop thinkikitiss

#*HHE&
We were blessed to begin a foreign language proghésmyear at GCA under the instruction of a naspeaker of
Spanish. Students of all ages studied conversdt®panish through the use of songs, activitied,@itural events.
Students in 9 grade were enrolled in Spanish I, a college-prpay academic subject. In January, we participate
in the “Festival of the Kings,” a major celebratioeld in Spanish-speaking countries.

I &
The computer lab has been a hub of activity ther,yespecially with our larger class sizes. Lowsehmool students
attended computer lab on a weekly basis. Youngelests in our primary grades used games and @esito learn
basic keyboarding and computer skills while reinfiog concepts taught in the classroom. Our oldementary
students, beginning iM"®grade, began studying Microsoft Office, learniregpic word processing, spreadsheet entry,
and publication skills. Students in grades 4—5ewintroduced to more challenging projects, and thegan
mastering the basics. Computer Studies was offiereghper school students as an elective classde8ts attended
class on Fridays for 90 minutes where they studied“ins” and “outs” of Microsoft Word and MicrodoExcel.
Students were also exposed to the basics of depkitalshing and database management.

) /

We have learned the importance of proper stretchimyhydration, and basic injury prevention. We atidied the
basic rules of football, basketball, and will bariging the basic rules of baseball. An emphasis placed on good
sportsmanship, team play, and individual respolitsilsiuring physical competition and sports pagation.

G 7 #)#1

The Stanford Achievement Test, series 10, was ddtaied April 21-25, 2008. Results from the teggtdhowed that GCA
students performed, on an average, 2.1 years atidhdir peers, nationwide. The following is aalletd summary of the test
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Complete Battery Total Reading Total Mathematics
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1st Grade 294 | 73 117 | 78 | 7 | 592 (51 | 64 | 6 | 544
2nd Grade 290 | 79 88 | 83 | 7 [639|63| 83 | 7 |615
3rd Grade 307 | 80 101 89 | 8 |670 | 65| 89 | 8 | 659
4th Grade 316 | 78 31| 79 | 7 [665]|31| 82 | 7 | 658
5th Grade 279 | 78 68 | 83 | 7 | 681 |54 | 72 | 6 | 661
6th Grade 263 | 64 63 | 67 | 6 |6/8|52 | 72 | 6 | 678
7th Grade 266 | 73 63 | 75 | 6 | 697 |53 | 79 | 7 | 699
8th Grade 271 | 79 66 | 78 | 7 | 708 |49 | 76 | 6 | 704
9th Grade 209 | 84 71 | 93 | 8 |745| 32| 83 | 7 | 727
GCA

& () #! ) # !

Student activities are commonly recognized as thiet side” of education, the first side being itsructional program. The
Christian school must be certain that activities earried out in a way which furthers the scho@lwistian philosophy of
education. It is possible to be Christian in thessroom, but secular in activities. Biblical igttation includes activities as
well as academics.

Activities must be balanced, with a fair share dafs as well as for boys. No single activity siktbbecome so large or so
intense that it overshadows or dominates the etitévities program. Sponsors and coaches takie tbsponsibilities
seriously, recognizing that activities open unusmfitual and social opportunities. In generaidgints are more open with
sponsors and coaches than they are with classmachdrs. Activities need constant supervisionrafidement if they are to
be an honor to God and a strong contribution tg#rsonal development of students.

Girls Volleyball
The first year of volleyball at GCA was a tremenslauccess with a win — loss record of 3-7. Teneupp

school girls participated and developed into strand able competitors, winning several of the fmakches
of the season.

Boys and Girls Basketball

Seven girls and twelve boys participated in thiariggbasketball program. The girls’ team was peyed to
have the assistance of two home-school girls whpeldelead the girls to a 3-3 season. Althoughhtbgs
played several strong teams this year, they wdeetatend the season with a 2-4 win-loss record.
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Cheerleading

Ten upper school girls participated in this yeat®erleading program. They not only practiced tesa
hours with their coach, but they also cheered foofaour basketball games. As the season progegbe
girls became very skilled in their routines and gwstics.

Boys Baseball
Approximately 20 students participated in the st¢ldirst baseball season with a win-loss recordLef 0.

Although the team was scheduled to play six gamiesseason, all but one game were cancelled doaiy
middle schools cancelling their baseball programs.

($ [

Back to School Celebration (August 25, 2007)

The PTA hosted a Back-to-School Celebration at karieark Aquatic Center. This was our first social
event of the year. The turn out was wonderful \8iteral teachers also in attendance. Several gppeol
students came up and said, “We attend the coatbstos” Students, parents, and teachers all hgceat
time, getting to know each other.

Career Week (January 15-18, 2008)

The PTA invited guest speakers to address the stimbely in addition to having some parents speakéo
children’s classmates as well. We concluded thekweith a “dress-up” day where students dressed as
“what | want to be when | grow-up.” It was a greaiccess with almost everyone dressing up; some eve
came dressed as our Headmaster.

Spelling Bee 1-4 (February 8, 2008)

On February 8, six GCA students competed in the |ACS

District Spelling Bee that was hosted by Faith €ffan Academy in Griffin, GA. These six students
competed in three of the four grade levels; fisstcond and fourth. After some intense spelling the
competitors in each grade were whittled down uthidre were only two. As parents waited, with some
anxiety, in another room the last two spellers dagf and began a thrilling duel that would ultirigtend in
victory for one. When the dust settled the todlspeemerged. GCA held its head high as it settw® of

the coveted first place medals and one third piéuteon.

Valentine Skating Party K-6 (February 14, 2008)

The PTA hosted a Valentine Skate Party at Spa&keding Rink on Valentine’s Day. There was about a
85% participation of students, parents, and facuBpme of our parents showed that they can reibye,
and the students had a wonderful time skating dadding out” with their friends.

Valentine Luncheon 7-9 (February 14, 2008)

The PTA invited upper school students to attencgpecisl luncheon to celebrate Valentine’s Day. The
multipurpose room was decorated in red, pink, ahidemvith balloons, confetti, “sweetheart” candiasd
special table centerpieces. Lunch was catered ‘t¢tnage” food, desserts, and drinks. Studentsmtsp
much of their time visiting with one another andoging a break from class. It was interesting ¢e shat
boys and girls chose to sit at different tables.

Science Fair 1-4 (February 15, 2008)

GCA hosted the ACSI Elementary Science Fair forstia¢e of Georgia. This event was held in thelifess

of Bethany Baptist Church and was attended by stsdieom ACSI Christian schools. Students dispdaye
their science projects and answered questions fihenjudges during the morning. While judges deélbed
and tallied the scores, students were treatedsorkshop and demonstration on the use of techndiogiye
fields of scientific research and medicine. Follogvthe workshop, an awards ceremony was held €08 G
students received five superior ratings, eight Bextratings, and two good ratings on their prigec

Creative Writing Festival 4-9 (February 22, 2008)

GCA students in grades 4—9 participated in the AC&ative Writing Festival. Students presentedr the
entries to be judged in the four categories of sktmry, essay, rhymed poetry, and free-verse podtrom
many entries submitted for the festival, twelve @vehosen to be sent to LaGrange, GA., for judgiGEA
students received one “Superior” rating, one “Ebec#! rating, and eight “Good” ratings.

Spelling Bee 5-8 (February 29, 2008)
GCA students travelled to Williamson, Georgia, tonpete in the ACSI district spelling bee. Two stois
from each grade division were selected in a schadé spelling bee held in early January to repretiesn
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school in this event. Students were preparedimyysig published lists of spelling words for thelgninary
rounds and by studying all words in the Websterigtibnary for the final rounds of the competitioGCA
students received®lace in the  grade division and"4place in the 8 grade division.

Math Olympics 3-8 (March 7, 2008)

The Math Olympics was held at Bridgeway Christiataélemy in Alpharetta, Georgia. Prior to the March
7" event, students competed against their classrimatee GCA Math Olympics during January. Eighteen
GCA students were chosen to represent the schoblasoh 7" and performed extremely well. There were
1% place winners in the'sand &' grade divisions; a" place winner in the%grade division; four " place
winners in the § and 7' grade divisions; 4 place winners in the"4grade and 8 grade divisions; and d"5
place winner in thegrade division.

Art Festival K-9 (March 14, 2008)

The Art Festival was held at Faith Baptist AcademVilliamson, Georgia on Friday, March 14, 2008eT
top two oil pastel drawings were selected from egiette in our #—9th grade art classes. These pieces
were then displayed and rated at the Art Festividd other ACSI schools. Pieces demonstrated tlndest’s
ability in applying different media representingithGod-given talents in the area of art. GCA stud
received the following awards: “Best Overall” addor Black & White art, nine “Excellent” ratingand
three “Good” ratings.

Math League 7-9 (April 7, 2008)

GCA upper school students competed nationally agaither Christian schools in the ACSI Math League.
Over a specified period of five weeks, studentsengiven nationally-ranked math tests each weekis Th
year, students competed in the Pre-Algebra, Algekaad Algebra Il categories. GCA students reegithe
following awards: “Best in Algebra I” and “Best &igebra 11.”

Grandparents Tea (April 18, 2008)

The PTA hosted a Grandparents’ “Tea.” Student#idédvtheir Grandparents or “Special Someone” ta joi
them for brunch and to visit their classrooms.wéis a special time for Grandparents to learn mbraita
GCA and to see what their grandchildren accomptishethe classroom. Students provided entertaihmen
by singing songs that they had learned in musissclaThis was the best-attended event of the yaar w
almost every child having a Grandparent or “Spe8@heone” in attendance.

Piano Festival 3-9 (April 25, 2008)

GCA participated in the ACSI Piano Festival heldFatst Baptist Church of Snellville. Two students
participated in the competition where they wereunemgl to play a hymn and a classical piece of music
Students were judged against a standard of excelland not against other students. Each studesivesta
written adjudication on his/her performance. GCAdsnts received the following awards: one “Exadlle
rating and one “Superior” rating.

Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon (May 9, 2008)

The PTA hosted a Volunteer Appreciation Luncheoexpress gratitude to all the parents who volueter
this year to chair events, coordinate fundraisersspeak during Career Week. The twenty who a#ténd
were treated to a catered lunch and a nice gift.

Bible Club

In Bible Club, we discussed and used some diffeBénle study tools. Students also had the oppdtstua
serve teachers during club time by assisting inintakopies, removing worksheets from booklets, &tao
students participated in this club during first ssier, and four students participated during sesenakster.

Chess Club

Although Chess is considered a game, to play safidBsrequires the study of strategies and movemf
past and present Chess masters. Eleven studetitspaded in the Chess Club; each student playetties
with his/her classmates and with the club sponderom time to time, students challenged some of our
faculty and staff members to play and were abkgefeat the adults upon occasion.

Patriot Service Club

Patriot Service Club was comprised of a group ofsf@lents dedicated to performing acts of service t
school and community. Activities included scho@atification projects, trash pick-up, letter-wrgirio
missionaries, serving as teacher aides, and vaoithes service-related projects.
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The financial principles given throughout God's Warre not there to see if we are strong enougivéoby them; they are
given because God knows that they are the besistaBod's principles of finances are not an anlyitsat of rules by which to
govern us; they are a loving Father's wisdom te¢hwho will listen and trust Him.

GCA recognizes that financial stewardship and dguekent are an integral part of operating a Chrissehool. We want to
promote the support of Christian education throhifical stewardship and the discerning use of appate financial tools.
Under the direction of our new Business Managerhawe seen improvements in both accounting andKemging practices.
Several new policies have been implemented to girthe school from both internal and external misaggement of finances.

The following is a statement of our finances fdnesa year 2007 — 2008:

Revenue
TUIION e $536,290.00
Other ... $151,746.00
Lunches
GDay
Trips
Gifts
Relocation Gifts
Miscellaneous
Total REVENUE........evvvvvevveiieeeeeeeeeeee $688,036.00
Expenses
Salary & Benefits..........ccoceeeecieecineee. $442,737.00
Books & SupplieS.......ccccvveevcineeeiiire $..37,091.00
Student Travel ......ccccvvvvevveeeiiieeiiieeeeee $ 23,575.00
RElOCALION.....uvveiiiiieiiiieieee e s $ 96,074.00
(O ]1 01T O URR $117,517.00
Total EXPENSES.....ccvvvveeeeeiiiiieee e e $716,994.00
Retained Earnings...........cccevvveeeee e o ($28,958.00)
% % C

As we look forward to the new school year, it is bope and prayer that God will permit GCA to grand to develop its

programs so that we can be true to our missioris d¢ur desire to be a light within our communitydato be a school that
prepares its students to be Christian leaders. f@us is to continue to develop Christ-center@ddamically-accomplished
students, equipping them to live effective, produgctives in service to Jesus Christ. We have ehas our theme for 2008 —
2009, | Chronicles 4:9-10,

“And Jabez was more honorable than his
brothers...Now Jabez called on the God of
Israel, saying,Oh, that You would bless me
indeed, and enlarge my territory, that Your
hand would be with me, and that You would
keep me from evil, that | may not cause pain!
And God granted his request’

We believe that if we are honorable, as was Jadmed,we ask of God what others view as humanly isiptes He will be
faithful to answer our prayer and use GCA to furtie cause of Christ.

Thank you for your prayers and support.
Respectfully submitted,

Dan Hodges, Ed.D.
Headmaster
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